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Boardman to Hemingway
Project Advisory Team

Harney County
Project Advisory Team
Meeting 4

Tonight’s Objectives

• Review progress of the Community Advisory Process and discuss 
next steps

• Present analysis of revised routes and proposed alternative routes

• Project Advisory Teams will give input on proposed alternative 
routes

• Project Advisory Teams will provide input on a possible proposed
route
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Agenda

• Review of Community Advisory Process and discuss next steps
• Review community criteria and CAP-developed of routes
• Present and discuss analysis of revised routes and proposed 

alternative routes
• Dinner
• Team input

– Provide input on proposed alternative routes
– Provide input on a possible proposed route

• Working group reports 
• Next steps
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Project Update – Additional 
Interest in B2H Capacity

• The Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) is currently 
analyzing alternative levels of participation in the Boardman to
Hemingway and Gateway West projects which address BPA Idaho 
load and La Grande load service options 

– BPA staff plans to deliver a preliminary recommendation to BPA 
executives on what, if any, level of participation BPA should have in 
Boardman to Hemingway and Gateway West by March 31st

• PacifiCorp is also currently analyzing options for joint 
development of the Boardman to Hemingway line with Idaho 
Power
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5 To Burns

To McNary

Project Update – 2009 
Integrated Resource Plan

• 2009 Integrated Resource Plan calls for the Boardman to 
Hemingway line to provide,

• 250 MW in 2015
• Additional 175 MW in 2017
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Project Update – New Large 
Load in Ontario

• In February 2010, Mission West Properties, Inc. and CDH 
Consulting announced a new data center property located in 
Ontario, Oregon

• The site will support a single mission-critical data center facility up 
to 300,000 square feet, or can allow for three or four smaller data 
center projects and will include a 62 MVA onsite power substation

• The Ontario site offers substantial economic incentives from the
state, including 15 consecutive years of real estate tax abatement 
valued at up to $22.4 million and no sales tax
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PAT Meetings

• Meetings will be held in all five PAT areas to present the 
complete analysis.

• No decisions will be made until all Project Advisory Team 
meetings have been completed.
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Two-week Comment Period

• Two-week comment period after this PAT meeting

• A summary will be developed for each advisory area
– All summaries will be distributed to PAT members
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CAP Next Steps

• All input will be collected, reviewed and summarized
• Once all comments are reviewed, Idaho Power will 

communicate results
• Idaho Power would like to submit the revised application, 

with a proposed route, at the end of March or early April
• Public Meetings
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Community Advisory 
Process Review

11

12

Identify
community 
issues and 
concerns
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Develop 
a range of 

possible routes 
that address 
community 
issues and 
concerns

Tonight’s Meeting

Recommend 
proposed and 

alternative 
routes
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Follow through 
with 

communities 
during NEPA 

and EFSC 
reviews

Community Criteria and 
Development of Routes
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Community Criteria

• Idaho Power recognized the location of the transmission line 
would have many effects that are of interest to the local 
communities

• Community criteria, along with environmental, engineering and 
regulatory criteria were used by PAT team members to determine 
the CAP routes
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Tonight’s Meeting
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Harney County PAT 
Concerns

• A route through Harney County is not practical
– A route through Harney County would be much more expensive

– A longer route will be more expensive and this will mean higher rates for 
Idaho Power customers

– Environmental groups will not let a route through Harney County be built 

• Benefits to Harney County are uncertain
– Economic benefits to Harney County would likely be short-term 

– The line will not benefit Harney County unless it can be connected to nearby 
wind farms
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Harney County PAT 
Concerns

• The transmission line will negatively effect the environment
– The transmission line will require construction of new access roads.

– Undeveloped areas should be protected

– Could create adverse effects to views, protected environmental areas and 
wildlife 
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Harney County PAT 
Suggestions

• Use existing corridors
• Follow the I-84 corridor 
• Shadow an existing line 
• Site on public land 
• Avoid Exclusive Farm Use (EFU) land 
• Site line on public land 
• Consider wildlife areas 
• Use the most direct route from Boardman to Hemingway
• Use Idaho Power’s original route 
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Harney County Community 
Criteria
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Routes 
proposed for 
analysis by 

Project 
Advisory 
Teams

Revision of Routes

• Routes were revised by Idaho Power to avoid exclusion areas and 
minimize constraints.

• Technical experts maintained the intent of the routes during 
revision.
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Routes 
revised to 

avoid 
constraints 

and 
exclusion 

areas

Analysis of Routes

• All routes were evaluated for:
– Constructability:  The relative difficulty associated with building the 

line in a given route.  Considers Terrain, Road construction, clearing and 
Equipment movement

– Permitting Difficulty: Community criteria and the relative difficulty 
of gaining necessary permits from the federal, state and local 
governments

– Mitigation Cost:  The relative cost associated with mitigation actions 
required by permitting authorities necessary to permit a route
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CAP Routing

Next Steps in Process

• If Project Advisory Team members have additional comments they 
would like to share with Idaho Power concerning the analysis 
presented tonight, please submit them by March 25th

• Idaho Power would like to submit a revised SF299 to re-start the 
NEPA process at the end of March/beginning of April
– SF299 is the standard government form titled “Application for 

Transportation and Utility Systems and Facilities on Federal Lands”

– BLM requires that Idaho Power indicate one proposedline route in the 
application.  Alternative routes are also allowed.

• A Notice of Intent will be filed with the Oregon Department of 
Energy, Energy Facility Siting Council

• Idaho Power will continue working with the community members 
throughout siting
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Additional Information

• www.boardmantohemingway.com

– Project information

– Links to BLM, Oregon Department of Energy, Idaho Power

– Comment forms


