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Email Notification 
 
 

From: Amanda Edge  
Sent: Friday, November 13, 2009 3:00 PM 
Cc: Kent McCarthy; Rosemary Curtin; Kara Veit 
Subject: Boardman to Hemingway - Project Advisory Team Meeting #2 materials 

Thank you for your continued involvement in the Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Line 
siting process. The next Harney County Project Advisory Team meeting will be a mapping 
session for use in the process of identifying potential routes for the transmission line. 
  
The meeting will be held: 
  
Wednesday, November 18, 2009
4:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Harney County Community Center
484 N. Broadway
Burns, OR 97720
  
If you plan to attend this meeting, please RSVP by responding to this email or contacting 
me via phone at (208) 377-9688.
  
Attached is the meeting agenda, meeting informational sheet, and the community criteria that 
was gathered from last week's meeting. There will be an opportunity to comment on the 
community criteria at the mapping session. We will also send out a summary from last week's 
meeting early next week. Thank you for your participation in the Community Advisory Process. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Amanda Edge
RBCI 
Boise, ID 
amanda@rbci.net
Phone: (208) 377-9688 
Fax: (208) 323-1983 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 3

mailto:amanda@rbci.net
mailto:amanda@rbci.net


Harney County PAT #2 
Appendices 

Harney County PAT #2 Invitees 
 

Keith Baltzor Silvies Valley Ranch 
Representative Cliff Bentz Oregon Representative District 60 
Mike Bentz Property owner 
Scott Campbell Silvies Valley Ranch 
John Clemens Property owner 
Commissioner Jack Drinkwater Harney County 
Don Dryer Property owner 
Senator Ted Ferrioli Oregon Senator District 30 
Jason Fenton  Burns Paiute Tribe 
Brent Grasty BLM – Vale Office 
Darwin Johnson Property owner 
Linda Johnson Property owner 
Jason Kesling Burns Paiute Tribe 
Wayne Kinney Senator Ron Wyden – La Grande District 

Office 
Mark Miliwauki Harney County Economic Development 
Ted Marshall Property owner 
Brandon McMullen Harney County Planning Department 
Dennis Myhrum Oregon Farm Bureau 
Commissioner Dan Nichols Harney County 
Liz Nysson Oregon Natural Desert Association 
Shane Otley Harney County Farm Bureau 
Tom Sharp Sharp Ranches 
Ruth Schultz City of Hines 
Jack Southworth Rancher in Seneca Valley 
Len Vohs City of Burns 
Bill Wilber Property owner 
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Harney County PAT #2 Attendees 
 

Keith Baltzor Silvies Valley Ranch 
Mike Bentz Property owner 
John Clemens Property owner 
Jason Fenton Burns Paiute Tribe 
Linda Johnson City of Burns 
Ted Marshall Property owner 
Skip Renchle BLM 
Gene Scrivner Property owner 
Tom Sharp Sharp Ranches 
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Boardman to Hemingway Project 
Harney Project Advisory Team Meeting #2 
Mapping Workshop 
Wednesday, November 18, 2009 • 4 to 9 p.m. 
Harney County Community Center 
484 North Broadway • Burns, OR 97720 

 
AGENDA 

         Meeting objective: 
• Present the outcomes of the public meetings 
• Review and discuss draft community criteria 
• Review the regulatory and engineering criteria 
• Explain the mapping workshop 
• Begin to identify a range of possible routes for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Line 
 

4:00 p.m. Welcome – Kent McCarthy, Idaho Power, CAP Project Leader 

4:15 p.m. Team business and public meeting outcomes – Rosemary Curtin, Facilitator 
• Overview 
• Comments 
 

4:30 p.m. Review community criteria – Rosemary Curtin 
• How criteria were developed 
• Discussion 
 

5:00 p.m. Review criteria and how routes will be analyzed – Kent McCarthy 
 

5:30 p.m. Explanation of mapping workshop – Kent McCarthy 
• Workshop format 
• Confirm times 
• Next steps 
 

6:00 p.m. Dinner 

6:30 p.m. Mapping workshop 
• Mapping and technical assistance 
 

 
www.boardmantohemingway.com 
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Community Criteria Overview 
 
The community criteria are factors that will be considered when determining a route for the 
Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Line.  
 
The location of the transmission line will have many effects that are of interest to the local 
communities. A route that is supported by the public and meets the community, environmental, 
engineering and regulatory criteria will be preferred. 
 
 

Background 
Project Advisory Teams have been formed in Grant and Harney counties, as well as in the North, 
Central and South project areas from Boardman, Oregon to Melba, Idaho. The purpose of the 
Project Advisory Teams is to identify concerns, suggestions and work closely with the public 
and technical experts to recommend proposed and alternative routes.  
 
The first set of Grant and Harney counties Project Advisory Team meetings were held November 
4 (Harney County) and November 5 (Grant County). At these meetings, team members learned 
about the purpose and need for the project, work to-date, and how the Community Advisory 
Process will work.  The teams identified community concerns and suggestions about the project. 
The community concerns and suggestions identified by Project Advisory Teams have been 
developed into community criteria.  
 
Project Advisory Teams and technical experts will use these community criteria, along with 
environmental, engineering and regulatory criteria to help site a proposed route and alternate 
routes for the transmission line.  
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Harney County Community Criteria 

 
Definitions 
• Placement Opportunities – Project Advisory Teams identified areas for the 

transmission line that would be preferred by the communities. 
 
• Avoidance Areas – Project Advisory Teams identified areas that are important to 

the communities. The communities recommend avoiding these areas when siting 
a route for the transmission line. 

 
Placement Opportunities Avoidance Areas 

 

• Existing energy corridors 
 
• I-84 corridor 

 
• Areas with potential for wind 

power 
 

• Direct route between Boardman 
and Hemingway 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

• Wildlife habitats 
o Sage grouse leks 
 

• Undeveloped or wilderness land 
 
• Riparian areas (strips of land that 

border creeks, rivers or other bodies 
of water.) 

 
• Exclusive Farm Use (EFU) land 

 
• Private land 

 
• Forests and timberland 

 
• Roadless areas 
 

 
Input collected at public meetings held in Grant and Harney counties supports the 
community criteria. 
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Idaho Power Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Line Project – Route Analysis Worksheet for Harney County Project Advisory Team 
 

Constraint/Opportunity Placement Opportunity Avoidance Categories  Exclusion 

These areas should be avoided unless there is no reasonable alternative. 
Mitigation1 would be required for federally-managed lands and to meet Oregon 

Department of Energy Energy Facility Siting Council standards.  Also a potential 
that federal resource plans would need to be amended to allow the project.   

Assignment to categories based on Project Advisory Team (PAT) community 
criteria (indicated by shading) and then professional judgment for criteria not 

addressed by the PAT. 

Avoidance: Low Avoidance: Moderate  Avoidance: High Siting  Criteria  

Areas that should be 
considered for transmission 

line routes because land 
uses were identified by the 

Project Advisory Team 
(indicated by shading) as a 
high priority for placement, 

and/ or routes are 
compatible with the 

construction, maintenance, 
and operation of overhead 

transmission lines.    Very low to low impact.  
Mitigation, if necessary, 
would be very easy to 
implement 

Moderate impact that could 
likely result in significant 
adverse impact that could 
require mitigation.  
Mitigation, if necessary, 
would range from fairly 
easy to implement to being 
costly or require longer time 
frames. 

High to very high impact 
(duration, magnitude).  
Very difficult or infeasible 
to mitigate (due to 
technology, sensitivity of 
resource, time frame, or 
cost of mitigation). 

Areas where a 
transmission line is 

precluded by statute or 
regulation (federal, state, 
local) or as identified by 

the Project Advisory Team 
(indicated by shading). 

MAP SERIES: Land Use           
Airport and Controlled Airspace         X 
Oregon Fish Hatchery         X 
Pipeline X         
Military Operations Area         X 
Naval Weapons System Training Facility         X 
Hells Canyon National Recreation Area         X 
Starkey Game Management Area         X 
Wind Farm X         
Wild/Scenic River         X 
Nature Conservancy Preserve         X 
National Wildlife Refuge         X 
National Forest Utility Corridor X         
West-wide Energy Corridor X         
Vale District BLM Special Recreation Management Area       X   
Vale District BLM Proposed & Existing Utility Corridor X         
Malheur Resource Area Off Highway Vehicle Closure Area     X     
Idaho County Impact Area     X     
Oregon Urban Growth Boundary     X     
Urban Area        X 
Oregon State Park         X 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern       X   
Exclusive Farm Use Zone       X   
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Irrigated Agriculture     X     
US Forest Service Recreation Site         X 
US Forest Service Recreation Area         X 
US National Forest Special Interest/Management Area       X   
US Forest Service Roadless Area         X 
Bureau of Land Management Wilderness Study Area         X 
US Forest Service Wilderness Area         X 
Bureau of Land Management (managed lands)2           
Bureau of Reclamation (managed lands)2           
Indian Reservation         X 
Military (owned lands)2           
National Park Service (managed lands)         X 
Other federal  (managed lands)2           
Private       X   
State (managed lands)2           
US Fish and Wildlife Service (managed lands)         X 
US Forest Service (managed lands)       X   

MAP SERIES: Cultural and Visual           
Oregon Trail Interpretive Center     X     
Cemetery       X   
Historic Site (NRHP)         X 
Idaho Historic Trail / Oregon Trail     X     
Intact Oregon Trail Segment       X   
Scenic Byway Route     X     
Bureau of Land Management Visual Resource Management Class I         X 
Bureau of Land Management Visual Resource Management Class II       X   
Bureau of Land Management Visual Resource Management Class III     X     
US Forest Service VQO: Maximum Modification X         
US Forest Service VQO: Modification   X       
US Forest Service VQO: Partial Retention       X   
US Forest Service VQO: Retention         X 
US Forest Service VQO: Preservation         X 

MAP SERIES: Physical and Natural Resources (Geology, Soils, Vegetation, Water, and Wetlands)       
Fault Line     X     
100-year Floodplain       X   
US Geological Survey Mining Area     X     
National Wetland Inventory Wetland       X   
US Forest Service Old Growth Forest       X   
Forested Land       X   
Oregon Landslide Data           
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       Fan     X     
       Landslide       X   
       Talus-Colluvium (landslide related feature)       X   
NRCS Soil Capability Classification - Arable Land Classification           
       Class I       X   
       Class II     X     
       Class III     X     
       Class IV   X       

MAP SERIES: Fish and Wildlife           
Special Status Fish Steam       X   
Wildlife Management Area         X 
Idaho Pronghorn Antelope Habitat     X     
Idaho Bighorn Sheep Habitat     X     
Idaho Elk and Deer Crucial Winter Range       X   
Oregon Elk Winter Range       X   
Oregon Deer Winter Range       X   
Sage-grouse Lek         X 
Sage-grouse Lek 2 mile Buffer         X 
Oregon Sage-grouse Occupied Habitat       X   
Idaho Sage-grouse Key Habitat Area       X   
Idaho Sage-grouse Habitat: High Restoration Potential       X   
           

1.  Mitigation is a way to reduce the effect of an action.  Mitigation is a process that includes avoiding the impact, minimizing the impact, and compensating for remaining unavoidable impacts.   
      Federal and state agencies have varying mitigation requirements that will be triggered by impacts identified through their permitting and approval processes. 

   
 

   2.  Siting criteria that are not considered an opportunity, avoidance, or exclusion area. 
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Community Criteria Comment Sheet 
Boardman to Hemingway Project  

Harney County Project Advisory Team Meeting #2 
November 18, 2009 

 
 
Name:_________________________________________ 
 
1) Are there additional criteria that need to be included? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) What criteria need to be changed and how? 
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3) Other comments. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Thank you! 
 
Please return this comment sheet at the end of meeting. If you would like to 
return this comment sheet after the meeting, please mail to:  

 
Kent McCarthy 
Idaho Power Company 
P.O. Box 70 
Boise, ID 83707 
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Meeting Evaluation 
Boardman to Hemingway Project  

Harney County Project Advisory Team Meeting #2 
November 18, 2009 

 
 
Name:_________________________________________ 
 

  
1) What do you feel worked well for this meeting?  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2) What do you feel didn’t work well for this meeting? 
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3) Do you have any questions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4) Please provide your current e-mail, address and phone number. 
   

Name:___________________________________________________________ 
 

E-mail:__________________________________________________________ 
 

Address:________________________________________________________ 
 

City, State & Zip:__________________________________________________ 
 

Phone Number:___________________________________________________ 
 
 

Thank you! 
 
Please return this comment sheet at the end of meeting. If you would like to 
return this comment sheet after the meeting, please mail to:  
 
Kent McCarthy 
Idaho Power Company 
P.O. Box 70 
Boise, ID 83707 
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Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Line Project 

Harney County Project Advisory Team Mapping Session 
November 18, 2009 

 
Route Record Form 

 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Assigned name of route:
 
 
 
 
What method did you use to map your route? 
 
[  ] Hard-copy map  [  ] GIS computer station 
 
Can we contact you to ask questions for clarification concerning this route? 
 
Yes ____   No____   
 
Phone number____________________________________ 
 
 
Please describe the specific factors that make your route important. (i.e. locations/resources 
the route avoids)
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Other Comments: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you! 
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Appendix 3: Team Input 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Harney PAT #2 Mapping Session 
November 18, 2009 

Burns, OR 
Route Record Form Transcriptions 

 
Comments were transcribed verbatim from the “Route Record Form” sheets. (---) indicates that a word was illegible. 

 
Comment 
Sheet 
Number 

 
Name 

 
Assigned name of route 

 
What method did 

you use to map 
your route? 

 
Can we contact you to ask 
questions for clarification 

concerning this route? 
 

Phone Number 
 

 
Please describe the specific factors that make 
your route important. (i.e. locations/resources 

the route avoids) 

 
Other comments. 

1 

    % of public vs. private 
Harney --- on 75% of public lands – there is not a 
lot of economic diversity. 
Harney County is 75% public land – the county’s 
economy relies on the public land. There is not a 
lot of other economic opportunity in Harney 
County. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
2 

Harney PAT - No line associated with 
this form. 
- general comments from 
the entire group re: Harney 
County routes 

  C18, S23, S29, C9  Do not meet community 
criteria 

- no timely access to routes whereas along 
I-84 access exists. 

- Terrain would cause costs to be very high 
– unrealistic maintenance costs. 

- Access to the construction & construction 
materials would be limiting in Harney 
County. 

- Renewable energy resources are not a 
driving force where the proposed line 
exists. 

- C18 crosses some pristine areas in the 
Logan Valley and is near the strawberry 
wilderness and cultural resources. 

- The Harney County routes are not a 
direct route, and do not meet the 
community criteria. 

- Winter access to routes would be very 
difficult. 

 
3 

    H7 C6  S21 that is an alternative route that avoids 
EFU and leks, and moves back towards I-84. 
This line does not impact private lands as much 
as nearby alternatives. 

 

 
4 

    H8 S9 alternative that shortens the distance of H7 but  
crosses EFU where there isn’t irrigated 
agriculture. 
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