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Community Advisory Process Evaluation 
Boardman to Hemingway Project  

Grant County Project Advisory Team Meeting #5  
May 6, 2010 

 
Name: __________________________________________ 
 
1) What ways would you like Idaho Power to continue to involve you in the 
Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Line Project? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) Do you have any questions about the upcoming federal and state 
processes? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on back) 
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3) In your opinion what has worked well and not so well with Idaho Power’s 
Community Advisory Process? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you! 

 
Please return comment sheet to facilitator at the end of meeting. If you 
would like to return this comment sheet after the meeting, please mail to:  
 
Kent McCarthy 
Idaho Power Company 
P.O. Box 70 
Boise, ID 83707 
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Proposed Route 
Boardman to Hemingway Project  

Grant County Project Advisory Team Meeting #5  
May 6, 2010 

 
Name: __________________________________________ 
 
 
1) Do you have any comments or questions about the proposed route? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on back) 
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2) Other comments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you! 

 
Please return comment sheet to facilitator at the end of meeting. If you 
would like to return this comment sheet after the meeting, please mail to:  
 
Kent McCarthy 
Idaho Power Company 
P.O. Box 70 
Boise, ID 83707 
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# of 
comment 

sheet 

 
Name 

 
Do you have any comments or questions about the proposed route?

 
Other comments.  

 
 
 

1 

Ken Holliday You had better develop a broad strategy for mitigation. I think we would all be 
surprised with the mitigation compromises and flexibility opportunities that could 
be negotiated with TNC, ODFW, etc. I would also like to say, “Join the ESA 
gridlock club” as a landowner and businessman on the damned, undamned, John 
Day system. 
You also dodged a huge problem with cultural resources and SHPO in Oregon. My 
land is completely loaded with artifacts. It has cost us many projects through the 
years. (any with matching funds anyway). 
 

 

2 

Lonnie Lawrence *Letter received: 
 
Dear Mr. McCarthy, 
 
     Due to a conflict in schedules, we will not be able to attend the Idaho Power 
meeting in MT. Vernon, OR on March 31, 2010.  
     We do not have internet at our house. Would you please send information 
covering that meeting to us? 
     I also understand there is now a map available on the internet that shows land 
sections along the proposed western route for the B2H power line. Could you also 
send us a copy of that map? 
     What do you think the probability of the proposed western route really is? 
     We still don’t want the line coming through Grant County, & especially by way 
of the proposed route through the Monument vicinities. 
     The line would have many adverse affects on the wildlife, fish, landscape, farm 
ground, scenery, radio waves for cell phones & emergency equipment, private 
property for right of ways & people coming & going for construction & 
maintenance, property values & health quality.  
     The cost of the western route is so much greater than the eastern & central 
routes, it really makes no sense to even continue to consider using that route. Also, 
the fact that it crosses more streams & rivers & more forest land than the eastern or 
central routes should be enough to drop the western route. 

 

RBCI 
April 27, 2010 
Page 37 of 41 



Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Line Project 
Grant County Project Advisory Team Meeting #5 

# of 
comment 

sheet 

 
Name 

 
Do you have any comments or questions about the proposed route?

 
Other comments.  

 
 
 

     Why does it not seem important to Idaho Power how devastating this power line 
through Grant County will be to small landowners? We, for one, have a small farm 
that we have worked hard for over 30 years to pay for & improve. Idaho Power has 
not shown any concern for how it will affect us. 
     Right now our property is in direct line for the western route line. Since our 
property lays in a backwards “Z”, it’s hardly possible to follow property lines as 
you have suggested. How do you think we feel? The frustration, sadness, 
confusion, hurt, & helplessness because no one will give us honest, straight 
answers & facts. 
     I’ve sent a copy of the enclosed letter before, buyt ask that you review it, & 
consider not putting any 500Kv line through Grant County. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lonnie Lawrence 

3 

Lonnie Lawrence *Enclosed letter: 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
As landowners near Monument, Grant County, Oregon we oppose the Boardman to 
Hemingway transmission line going through our vicinity and Grant County for the 
following reasons: 
 

1. The proposed transmission line goes through private property and very 
close to established homes. 

2. The large right-a-ways required for the transmission line, and the roads for 
maintenance of the lines, takes a large portion of smaller landowners 
property. 

3. The amount of funds being offered for the right-a-ways does not offset the 
loss of landscape beauty, the inconvenience of he towers and lines, having 
to listen to the sounds emitted from the lines, having people coming and 
going, even after the lines are completed, and disrupting everyday lifestyle. 

4. The proposed route in our area goes through prime wildlife areas and fish 
habitat. 

5. The proposed route crosses and follows Wall Creek, a main tributary to the 
North Fork John Day River. 

6. North Fork John Day River is considered a natural scenic waterway. It can’t 
be scenic and natural if huge metal towers and lines are along the banks and 
crossing over the river. 

7. The transmission towers will lower the value of our land at a time our 
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# of 
comment 

sheet 

 
Name 

 
Do you have any comments or questions about the proposed route?

 
Other comments.  

 
 
 

county is already suffering economically. 
8. It can’t be feasible for Idaho Power, or landowners, to build such a 

transmission line of that capacity in the rugged landscape found in our area. 
9. Landowners affected by these proposed routes have not been personally 

contacted by Idaho Power to explain how the transmission lines would 
affect them, their livestock, and crops. 

10. The possibility of health side affects to those living near the lines. 
11. Interference with cell phone and 2 way radio reception in an area that 

already has limited reception, thus jeopardizing emergency equipment and 
crews. 

12. Airplane access for firefighting purposes would be limited in areas that 
cannot be accessed any other way. 

 
We believe these are all sound reasons and ask you to consider them and not put 
the Boardman to Hemingway transmission lines through our area, Grant County. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

4 

Keith Valachi *Letter received: 
 
Dear Mr. McCarthy, 
 
I am a landowner in Grant County and join the voices of many other residents to 
object to the proposed B2H “Western Route” Power Line. 
 
Upon being informed of your company’s plans to transmit energy from Boardman 
to eastern Idaho, I was able to peruse the public documents that show your 
preferred options for the new lines that would be necessary for that transmission. 
First, it is not at all clear to  me that this is a sound or necessary project based on 
Idaho Power’s statements regarding regional need for increased residential and 
commercial energy. It does not make sense to me that IP is considering such 
disruptive (to local landowners, the environment, and our spectacular viewshed in 
eastern Oregon) plan considering there is a new plant (Mountain Home) currently 
under construction and ample other opportunities for local conservation and 
generation, and understand these are issues that will be discussed at upcoming 
regulatory meetings. 
 
I particulary question the reasoning behind consideration of an entirely new utility 
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# of 
comment 

sheet 

 
Name 

 
Do you have any comments or questions about the proposed route?

 
Other comments.  

 
 
 

corridor that would be constructed if the Western Route is chosen. The facts 
presented by IP indicate this route would follow fewer miles of existing corridor 
than either the eastern or central routes, it would cross a whopping 46 special status 
streams, create 45 miles of new corridor with the public Malheur and Umatilla 
forests, and cross though approx. 137 miles of private land. IP admits much of the 
corridor would need to be constructed through “high construction difficulty areas” 
and that each mile of line could also require 2-3 miles of new road access. This of 
course scars the land, fragments wildlife habitat, and helps spread invasive weeds, 
something with which Grant County needs no additional help! Many of our 
neighbors would have transmission towers plopped onto their land and see a 
dramatic drop in property values as an unwelcome side benefit to this ill-conceived 
plan. And then, Idaho would get all this cheap power at our great expense while 
only approx. 20 miles of new corridor would be constructed across the border. 
Unbelievable! It is any wonder that so many Grant Co. residents feel taken 
advantage of by your proposed actions? This is especially the case considering 
comments I have heard that your representative to Grant Co. has made. I expect 
there will be more opposition to your plans based on these considerations than IP 
may have imagined. Thank you for considering my comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Keith Valachi 
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Community Advisory Process Evaluation Comment Form Responses 
Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Line Project 

Grant County Advisory Team Meeting #5 
May 6, 2010 Mt. Vernon, Oregon 

 
 

# of 
comment 

sheet 

 
Name 

 
What ways would you like Idaho Power to 
continue to involve you in the Boardman to 

Hemingway Transmission Line Project? 

 
Do you have any questions about the upcoming 

federal and state processes?  
 
 
 

 
In your opinion, what has worked well and not so 

well with Idaho Power’s Community Advisory 
Process? 

1 

Ace & BA 
Robbins 

Continue to mail notices as you indicated you would 
at the May 6th mtg. 
 
Please check the zip code 97864 

No the presentation given gave us what we wanted to know.  

2 

Kathryn Friedrich At every step of this process please keep me informed 
of all dates comments can be submitted- 
Email: n4980t@ortelco.net
Mail:  
Kathryn Friedrich 
P.O. Box 493 
John Day, OR 97845 
 

  

3 

Steve & Carolyn 
Mullin 

I’m not sure you have our e-mail address, which is 
bmangus@ortelco.net
Our address is: 
64444 Indian Crk Rd. 
Prairie City, OR 97869 
Please keep us informed on comment dates. 

  

4 

Ken Holliday Just through e-mail. No questions – except in my experience your timeframe is too 
optimistic. I really encourage Idaho Power to aggressively 
pursue option easements to get you leverage and to counter the 
possible conflict in process with the BLM/Tetra-tec. 

I appreciate your CAP effort. And I really am proud of Grant 
County’s responses and beer sales. 
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